Volunteer process

1. Point of contact

a. Send information packet

2. Application including references (pastor, previous employer and friend)

3. Interview at ENLACE USA 

4. Interview / visit in El Salvador- connect on personal level / join a team.

5. Job description / budget

6. Approval (US board or AG, etc.)

7. Affiliate agreement

8. Other logistical concerns

a. Shots

b. Health insurance 
c. Residency

d. Driver’s License

e. NIT

f. Housing arrangements

g. Local bank account
9. Helpful resources
Volunteers must not solicit funds for use outside of approved ENLACE projects. 

The solicitation of funds for ENLACE projects must be approved by the Director of Communications.

Next Steps:

Complete References

Approval by US board

Construct Affiliate Agreement

Fine-Tune budget

Fine-Tune job description

Complete fundraising with start-up 

LOGISTICS:

Driver’s License:


US driver’s licenses are acceptable for use by tourists visiting the country during their first 30 days in the country (some sources say 60 days). If temporary residency is established, a Salvadoran driver’s license is necessary. An international driver’s license can be easily purchased for $10 through AAA. Although it is not necessary, it is extremely easy and cheap to purchase and is a good item to have when you get pulled over.

Banking:


It is recommended that the volunteer have a US bank account with capabilities of Debit card and ATM use (Mastercard or Visa) as well as the ability for international transfers (recommended for lump sums larger than $1,000). It is also advisable to have access to your account via internet in order to easily have the ability to transfer funds and check the account’s balance.


A Salvadoran bank account is also recommended, but not necessary. It can be useful in many situations to have a local bank’s check or debit card as an alternative pay method.

NIT card:


A NIT card registers you in El Salvador to “do business.” It can be easily acquired after arriving the country and is a necessary document for opening bank accounts, renting homes and making any major purchases (such as a vehicle).

Health Insurance:


Volunteers are responsible for purchasing medical health insurance. ENLACE recommends International Medical Group (IMG). IMG 

A volunteer is directly under the supervision of the operations director for daily activities, but is ultimately accountable to the communications director and sending organization. 
Immigration Issues:


Less Than One Year


For a stay less than one year, it can be sufficient to simply acquire a multiple entry visa from a Salvadoran Consolate (in the US). A multiple entry visa provides less hassle coming in and out of the country (which you will have to do every ninety days unless you acquire temporary residency). 

More Than One Year
If there is a chance that you will be staying in the country for longer than 12 months it is HIGHLY recommended that you apply for your temporary residency (good for one year). This not the simplest process, but can be well worth the one-time hassle in order to avoid multiple hassles in the future.

You will need to follow the steps listed in the documents available at the following link: http://www.gobernacion.gob.sv/eGobierno/SeccionesPrincipales/Direcciones/DGME/FormulariosdeExtranjeria/
Most volunteers will follow the steps available under formula F08 - REQUISITOS PARA TRÁMITE DE RESIDENCIA TEMPORAL CON AUTORIZACIÓN PARA TRABAJAR PARA NO CENTROAMERICANOS
Most of the documents are issued and/or translated in El Salvador. However, you are responsible for getting at least two documents certified or apostilled in the US; your birth certificate and criminal record check (and marriage license for married couples). You must get your birth and marriage (if applicable) certificates apostilled by the secretary of state’s office in the state in which the documents were issued. In addition, you will have to have a criminal record check issued and apostilled by the state where you resided the last three years. The criminal record check is often issued by the state police and then sent to the department of state to be apostilled. The travel.state.gov website provides a lot of helpful information for certifying documents and traveling abroad in general. The following link provides helpful info and a contact listing of the department of state offices of each state.
http://travel.state.gov/law/legal/treaty/treaty_783.html#central
El Salvador is part of the “Hague Convention” and therefore it is not necessary for your documents to be apostilled by the authentications office in Washington DC. The Apostille from the secretary of state is sufficient.
The current cost for a one-year residency is about $150. It will also be necessary to pay a lawyer to help you with certifying the translations and knowing someone “on the inside” to make the paper work go through. This can cost an additional $100-200. The residency is renewed annually with much less hassle and paperwork.
certificate of birth abroad ds-1350
$30.00 for first $20.00 additional copy

check to dept of state

full name, DOB, parents info and DOB

passport vital records office

ste 510 1111 19th strett NW

Washington DC 20036

FAX 202 955 0300

Copy of valid driver’s license or other ID
request must be notarized

El Salvador: Competent Authority:

Minisisterio de Relaciones Exteriores de El Salvador
Departamento de Tramites Registrales
Seccion Autenticas y Apostillado
Plan Maestro Centro de Gobierno
17 Ave Norte
Edificio 4, 1er Piso
San Salvador, El Salvador 

Cost: No fee

Tel: 271-3266 x 2138 or 231-1336/1337

