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shop. I'm in & dirt-floored
larry kaspar

home with adobe walls in
rural El Salvador. Eidé, the
pastor's wife, tends the
coffee in the comer of the
ane-room house, The coffee
is kept warm inside of a
scorched tin can that rests
an an open fire builc on a
platform made of dirt and
dried mud. Beside it another
fire saturates the room with
smake while boiling beans
and yet another fire stiffens
the freshly groond comn

flour into tortllas. & half
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children recerve chiores such
as toting in more wood that has barely kad a chance to dry. [ look
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could surerve such an envircnment.

Condition: like this are common in moral El Salvador, :o commaon,
in fact, that mast Salvadoraps don't imagine or hope for a
different way to live. Even so, this scenario is testament to twa of

the greatest problems facing the country of El Salvadar; respiratory
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illness and deforestation. In May of this year exeace teamed up
with Bob Dunsmore to help address these issues with an appropriate
technology seminar in El Tinteral. Bob, a Presbyrerian Missionary,
has spent most of his life with the people of Latin America and has

QFEr 3§ FEars experience in vanous forms of appropriate technology.

Appropriate techoology can be described as finding ways 1o maximize
resources that are already readily available in arder to benefit and
help support an entire commenity. Within this context, the sobhetions
must be sustainable as well as understood and maintained locally.
Paralleling eszace's philosophy, Bob believes that development involves
an interactive and adaprable dialogue with the community that rakes
into account as well as affirms their traditions and wzlues in crder to

take full advantage of resources that are available.

The morning's humidity is surprisingly strong after the nightly rain,
Orver fifty commupity members have gathered ar Bl Tinteral's central
church for Bob's appropriate techoology seminar, His tall frame,
silver hair and pale skin bring attention to the crowd. In perfect
Spanish, with 2 warm and accepting manner, he begins to explain
appropriate technology. He includes a slide presentation showing
tangible examples of ways that commuonities have hertered their
living conditions through simple tools and changes. He also
introdoces the benefits of,
what would ke the main mwopic
of the day, improving stoves.
The ohjective of the aftermeon
was to built 2 low-cost
smokeless stove. Improved
stoves address two of the
biggest problems facing
rural Salvadorans.

centinued on page 1
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APPROPRIATETECHNOLOGY...

The first issue is respiratory illness. Nearly all
raral kitchens are simply cooking aress situaned
in the corner of the one-room howss, This means
that the fires wsed for cooking billow smoke
throwghout the home all day, For the women and
children who uswally live and work in their home,
their lungs are being Glled with smoke continually.
Visiting medical teams treat an alarming number
of patienis with respiravory illness every year.
In additicn, respiratery illness has been cived as

one of the leading causes of death as well as the

aumber cre reason for frel time doctor visits,

The second problem is deforestation. Bl Salvador,
with a land area equal 1o the state of Massachusets
and 6.5 million people, is densely populaved,
Fifty percent of the population wses wood for all
their copking needs. Presenily there are no national

regulations concerming wood wpage which
contributes 1o the fact thay El Salvador is the
second most deforesied couniry in the Western

Hemisphere with only twe percents of its tropical
forest remaining, According to Bob, the use of
improved siove technology can redoce wood
usage by up to rwo-thirds,

As the afterncon cleuds begin to provide reliel
from the sammer san, Bob invites the commuanity
members i help improve the stove in the courryarnd
behind the church where there exists a vypical rural
cooking area. Most cooking fiees are built on a
dire of cement platform and the cooking pots

and priddles are simply placed on top of the fire,
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Bob explaing to the crowd that this raditional method wastes nearly nimety
percent of the smergy being produced by the fire, An improved stowe wies the same
cooking surface but encloses it, thereby insulating and maximizing the energy of the
fire while transporting the smoke outside of the conking area,

Community members begin 1o help as they constract the shor, sturdy walls that
surround the fire, They provide the local miziure of med and adobe 1o construct the
walls that cradle the pots used by the charch stafl, The same process is repeated by
community members for anether common pot and the large, Mat griddle, Two small
openings are left: one in oot 1o allow feom te tend the fire and one in back. A small
tunnel with adjastable damper is added to the back of each area in order to (fanspon
the amaoke b0 the chimpey, The damper is an essential tool that improves combustion
(and alresdy understood by most Salvadorans, known as a "guardafoego® or "firckeeper™)
by mot allowing the chimney 1o seal the heat of the fre. Bob explains that the chimney
can be constructed of any swiishle, freprool material. A spare picce of aluminam
corrugated roofing is ofTered as a solution, They roll it inte shape and form i ingo
place. The improved versicn is ready 1o be used, The end resalt i a healthier, more
effective stove that hasn't changed their method of cooking.

Since the day of Bob's seminar, ¢ffects are already evident, In Bl Tinteral, numesous
community members are replicating the stoves and lowering their wood consumpiion,
Omne of the community members has even taken it upon himsell to introduce whae he
has learned in other communities, BNLACE conlinges (¢ empower the use of improved
stoves and appropriate technology in many parimer communities,

A few weeks age 1 had another opporunity o sit and sip coflee in Fide's kitchen.
Omnce again, theee fres were keeping the coffes warm, bailing the beans and toasting
the tortillas. There is, however, a big change. Fide's kitchen has now been improved,
The smoke now exits out of the home through a rolled-laminate chimney and ihe fire
buarmns stronger with a fraction of the wooed, Tt is & privilege o breathe clean air.
Salvadorsn Escts provided an: weew,pere, cal PENM393-05Muce, him] and

ww, wirldinfarsatien, cam'Wa rld/camericalll_Salvidar!profile, aiplp=dcauntry=501
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Community life hinges upon communication between people.
Porches, porticos, town halls, churches, community forums and
even water coolers are a few of the many places where community
life is facilitated through discussion, information dissemination
and debate. Solomon's Porch was one of these centers of community
life in the Bible. It was not only a meeting place for discussion but
also a place wherein miracles happened. As you might recall, Peter
healed the crippled beggar there and many more came to believe in
Christ through the testimony ol his followers.

you're invited fo ¥ FNI

SOLOMON‘S PORCH

We believe that this publication, Solomon’s
Porch, can serve as our virtual porch wherein
the community that surrounds exvLace both
in Latin America and the United States can
discuss thoughts and concerns about being
Christians in a world of need. We also believe
that a publication like this can witness and
record the miracles that happen when people
who serve Christ, follow his example.
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