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BY DAVID MEGEE

ne year ago [ sat in a New Testament Theology class and nearly chuckled aloud
at yet another instance when a professor threw in the idea of “integration of faith
and learning.” Duoring my years of undergraduate study at a Christian liberal
arts university, I heard this concept often. However, theological debates and
intensive study can cause God to seem distant, a figure 10 be pondered. I found
the tasks of practical integration and application to be even more difficult
when dealing with complex and multifaceted biblical texts such as Revelation.

The book of Revelation is part of a genre of literature that is called apocalyptic.
The word “apocalyptic® comes from the Greek word meaning “remove the veil”
Imbedded in this word is the idea that spiritval reality is only faintly obscored
{rom our every day vision. Grasping this spiritual reality is not as formidable
as seeing beyond a “brick wall®, but rather more like seeing through ®a thin,
filmy gauze.™" God's reality, therefore, in a biblical, apocalyptic vision, is not
mystically distant but rather obscured from our perception by the veil of our
human experience. As 15T Corinthians 13 describes, God enables us to see
glimpses through this veil, this cloudy glass, by revealing his love for us here
and now. By lifting the veil and revealing compassion, he shows us indications
of what true reality is and will be. He shows us a glimpse of what else may be in

store for his people.
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THE MEWSLETTER FOR FRIENDS OF EMLACE

ith coffee shops cropping up on every corner, it
may be hard to imagine that the status of coffee
growing and the plight of coffee growers worldwide
are in a state of crises. In colfee-producing markets
all over the world, coffee prices are bottoming out
For the small-scale producer who doesn’t have access
to newer technologies or stable markets and depends
on coffee to feed his or her family, this crizes has
caused extreme hardship.

One of the most promising solutions to this sitnation
for poor farmers is to connect with a cooperative
that has joined the movement of *[airly traded™
coffee. This movement consists of a chain of partners
that believes in ensuring that a quality produect gets
from producer to processor to consumer in a manner
that is equitable for everyone.
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